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A Phinney Ridge
couple builds
their down-sized
dream house
(tour it: July 17)
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Cottage Cute

TOUR THIS HOME
AlLA Seatlle /f NW Home
Open House of the Month
Sunday, July 17

Noon-3 p.m.

“We've been the chiel entertainment in the
neighborhood,” says Marlyn Widner with a
sinile as she and her husband, Ken, sir ar the patio
table situated in whar guickly i< raking shape
as their new sidewalk-fronting garden. @ The
object af the neighbors” fascination is the couple’s
brand-new backyard cottage. B After 30 years
in their 3,000-square-foor 1926 Phinney Ridge
bungalow, in which they had raised two kids, the
couple had begun ro mull over retiremenr oprions.
“We wanted o stay in the neighborhood. and were
toying with the idea of putting a mother-in-law
apartment in the basement [for ourselves),” recalls
Ken. "Bur then we were thinking, "Well, we don't
" ® Enter
the City of Seattle’s pewly amended Derached

really want to live our basemeént..,”

Accessory Dwelling Unic ordinance in 2009,

which for the first dime permitted the mising of

backyard cotmagesin all of the ciry's single-home
zones. “All of a sudden. we we're reading abour
the ciry’s passing this ordinance, and we just
sort of jumped on it.” recalls Ken: Not only did
a coctage ideally suir cheir downsizing ambirions

(*I'don’t need to clean 3,000 square feer of house

says Marilvn with a laugh), bur the

anymore,”
couple decided thar by renring out their big house
they could subsidize their new cormge and their
retirement, which included plenty of rravel plans.
Marr Hurchins of Fremont’s CAST archirecrure, as
it happened, a lobbying force behind the corage
ordinance, soon arrived on the couple’s corner
lot ready to kick-stare the trio’s cottage industry.
B Per his clients’ desice, the archirect delivered a
diminutive dwelling, bur one that didn't skimp
on funcrionalicy, light or green space. Because his
clients are die-hard gardeners, Hutchins' design
incorporated a crellis on the cortage’s exterior
and a rainwater cisrern "r'n'h!i.'h. :‘I'lr S0mEc ninc
months of the year, is expected o supply warer

for thirsty plants, as-well as for washing laundry

)

EXISTING HOUSE

Clockwise from Left: The new B0D-square-foot, trellis-graced cottage in Phinney Ridge is practical
and surprisingly spacious. Homeowner Ken Widner [left] patio-side with his cottage architect Matt
Hutchins. Sharing the same lot as their new cottage, is the Widners® 3,000-square-foot original
home, which the couple intends to rent out to subsidize their retirement.
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and Hushing toilets. B Hutchins was very mindful that
the cortage fir seamlessly into the neighbochood. Explains
Marilyn, "One of the first things we said is, ‘Our house

has been here since 1926, sa Matr, we want this [new] ane
to look like it's been here almost as long. ™ Fortunarely,
to make room for the two-story coreage, all Hurchins had
tor do was 1o ear down a large dilapidated deck attached
to the back of the main house (the new cotrage’s living
room windows are ser where thar deck once ended), and
it was a perfect fir. “The other houses [on the street] are
on narrow lots too and so this one just kind n.nl"|mps right
in,” says a pleased Hucchins, @ The cotage's interior
——— layour is necessarily simple, with the first Hoor featuring

a |Jr‘ig]1.1. invitingly open main living space thar includes

L ' -'.‘".'.-' ;
E_ FF: nr L& i-ljr FT,I] 4 charmingly compact kitchen, pretty powder room and
— £ P}
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French doors leading our to the garden patio. Upstairs

arc the two bedrooms and a master bath, and plenty of

light, thanks 1o a sky-light studded vaulted ceiling, “We

had all of the conscraints of size and budget, but whar we

didn’t have,” says Hurchins, "was a constrained program:

The vs were as ambirious as with a giant custom house

o we had to get all chat sort of special-ness into

this riny foorprint, | think chat the finice aspect of the size

caused us o focus on whar’s really important.” One of

Clockwise: Architect Matt Hutchins designed this space-savvy the cottage’s most imparcant focal points is the signature

slaircase storage system especially to house his client’s shelving sy I ins buile into the staircase 1o
gxtensive album collection, The colorfully cute petite powder

room. On the first floor is the main living space that is just a staircase in another house,” explains Hutchins, “is

becomingly bright, and boasts radiant-heated bamboo hardwood an opporrunity to make up the furniture thar you're nor

flooring. Just off the living room, French doors lead out to a bri nging over from the old house, and it has to do double

favored spot of the homeowners: a new front garden bearing a and rriple duty.” B The Widners say that the hardest part | sporting slate countertops and hidden

number of transplanted plantings from their eriginal big garden. of downsizing has been sifting through a lifetime’s worth swing-out storage bins inside its
cabinets, is more than big enough to

Although compact, the kitchen,

ol belongings, and deciding which items (from fueniture
1o their kids® school projecis) should be cottage-bound and accommaodate iwo passionate cooks.
which they simply should let go. ® Happily, they are in no

doubr thar their cottage built for two is a keeper. 4
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ATASEATTLE /f NW HOME
OPEN HOUSE
Mumber 38

Editian 7

Architeclural Firm ;; CAST architecture

Cost - Approximately $300 per square
foot for an B00-square-foot house
ltatal project cost might intlude
additwonal lees lgr other seryicas thal
are nol reflected)

Tour it :: Sunday, July 17

|see details below)

The cottage’s
arty rain chain.

located in Phinney Ridge at
558N 70th 51, on Sund v 17, betwee

FIND IT

HOME OF THE MONTH Cotlage Cute Page 12
Architecty Matr Hurchins, CAST architecture,
115-0 W Meh S5, Scavcle. 206, 256.9886;
castare hitccture .com. General contracior:
Foltan Farkas, Zoltan Farkas Constroction
206,760 7ATY: rolanfarkasconstruction.
covm. Plambing, cistern plumbing, radiant heat
systemas Good Services Plumbing & Hearing,
Seattle; 206,322 3000; pondservices.com
Etectrical: Lazlo Fatkas, Laz Eleceric. beattle;
2 173465 lageleciric.com. Drywalls
Drarrell Konkler. American Wall. Maryvaville:
P25 T, 33735 manvdcomd ¢ lmom 3n 0k
amencan-wall, Bambeoo fooring: Advanced
Floor Designs, 7023 NE 175tk 5., No, F,
Kernmore: 425481 5195, interierfexterior
painting: Cindtava Garcia, Citivel Painting,
Ine, Scarele: 206049 1056, Powder room sink/
taucet: Scattle [nteriors, 3822 Stone Way

M. Seattle: 206633, 2900; weattleinterions
com. Bath tles: Seartle Tile L':1|h||u||'.. i [
15th Ave. NW. Scactle: 206,782, 19485
seartlevile.com, Kitchen backsplash: Scanrle
Tile Company. Master bath (Farm sbnk, woilers,
owel racks, hardwarel: Meorgans Electrical

& Plumbing, 3627 Stoncway Ave. IS, Seactlet
20547 1617 morgamwonline. com. Countars:
slave kitchen counter, marhle bath counrer,
Jvmmy Mai, Allied Marhle, 5209 Fourrh Ave
5. Seatele: 206.763.1250; allicdmarbleing
com. Cabimatry (kirchen/diming room): Wally
Mever, Ponver Woodworks, 12337 Lake ( Ity
Wav ML, Searrle: 206362 5637, Appllances:
Mark: Ferrier, Albert Lez, 1476 Elliote Ave. W,

Seartle: 20628221 10; albertdecappliance.com

Built-in staircase antertainment center: [ Yesign
by Mare Hurching, bamboo plywood from
Bumboo Hardwoods, 6405 Hoowerelt Way NE,
Neattle; 206,529 0974 bamboohardwoods.
com ., Rainwater cistern: Mike Braili, Living
Svstems Design, 211 MW 201 3¢ Shoreline:
206540 319 harvesorabmner. Light liztures:
Dravid Chang Harcld's Lighting, 1912 N 45th
Stis Seartle; 200621904341 ; haraldslighting,
coni. Powder ream mirrer, dinkag resm table,
chairs: Anrika, #4421 Greenwood Ave. N
Seartle: 206,789,633 antikaantiques.com
Farm doors: Frank Lumber, The Doar Store,
17727 15rh Ave. NE. Shoreline: 206.362.2311:
franklomberthedoorsiore.com. Doar hardware:
Builders' Hardware & Supply Company, 1516
15ch Ave, W, Searele: 206,281, 5700 butlders-
hardwire com, French deers, windews: Marvin
Windows and oo marvincom. Metal garden
fencesi Home and Carden Are, 1111 N BSeh
St Seartler 206, 78410805 homeandgardenart
o, Landscape plantings: Swansons, 1701

15ih Ave, NW, Seattle: 206. 7R 254 5

SWANSONSTUESTY, com., 4
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